
The Life of Joseph 

Seeing God in Every Day Life 
Genesis 43 & 44 

 

 

Intro: 

 

Read Genesis 43 & 44.  Let’s recap this whole portion of the story?  Where did we last leave off?  Someone summarize 

the events of these two chapters? There is a huge build up here…what is it?  What is the story climaxing to? 

 

Joseph’s forgiveness and reconciliation with his brothers is obviously the main theme here 

It is the subject really of these chapters 

But like the rest of this story, it is not one dimensional 

There are sub-plots going on all over the place 

And just as much as this being a study on Joseph, it is a study on Jacob (4 weeks so far in this series) 

And it is a study of the brothers 

And so this week, I want to accomplish 2 things: 

 

a) to set-up next weeks climactic study of The Reunion 

b) to analyze the brothers yet one layer lower, particularly Judah 

 

What had Joseph done up until now with his brothers?  What are some of the possible things Joseph might really want 

out of all this?  Do you think Joseph had this whole thing figured out? Why or why not? 

 

 

What is going on in this scene where the brothers are talking to the servant?  What do they tell him?  What sense do you 

have as to where they are at personally?  Read. 34:23.  Who is saying this?  Is this significant?  How could he have 

come to have this perspective?  Who is he? 

 

 

Read 43:29-31.  What is going on here?  How does this affect Joseph?  Why does he have this reaction?  What does this 

tell you about Joseph?  Do you think he is pitying himself? 

 

 

Read 43:32-34.  What do you think the brothers were thinking when they were seated in order?  Do you think they 

noticed?  Why would Joseph do this?  Read 44:2.  What is Joseph doing in this whole scene?   

 

The Development of Character in Joseph’s Brothers 

 

How would you characterize the brothers?  What are some of the stories from their past? Read 43:19-22.  Why are the 

brothers telling a servant all this?  Does anyone think this is strange?  Read 44:9-11.  What is your sense about these 

brothers now?  Is anything different?  Why? 

 

1. Confession brings Freedom (opposite of guilt) 

 

They suddenly have a boldness 

They are not ashamed to show themselves 

They know they are living right and they suddenly have a sense of freedom 

What is the point of confessing your sins…who is it for 

Adam hinding behind rock 

David to Nathan…I have sinned, you are forgiven 

Lin and I in College – heard talk, purity = 4 YEARS later 

 

What do you remember about Judah? Read Gen. 29:34-35, 37:26-27.  Now read Gen. 43:1-11.  What is strange about 

this conversation?  

 



 

2. Often times, Integrity brings an Unexpected Role 

 

Have you ever felt like the parent of your parents? 

Strange feeling, but it happens all the time 

Linda and mom 

It doesn’t seem fair, and maybe it’s not 

But it is a reality 

And Judah gives a great example 

Difference between honor and disagreeing 

 

Read 44:14-34.  WOW!  Is this the same Judah?  What is happening?  Why does Judah say in vs. 16 that he won’t 

attempt to justify himself?  He didn’t do anything wrong here did he?  What is this confession really for?  Is he living up 

to his promise to his father?  Is this significant?  What does Judah offer in vs. 33?  What is his concern in vs. 34? 

 

 

Judah is now a man of integrity, and God will aknowledge this change 

God will bless your obedience even in the small areas of your life 

Read Gen. 49:1-12.  What is significant about Judah?  Did God honor him?  How much?  For what? 

 

3. God will Remember your Inegrity 
 

 

And we will come to find out next week this is EXACTLY what Joseph was waiting for… 

 


